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22nd April
2pm - 4pm
at Cosgrove 
Village Hall

COSGROVE 
EXHIBITION

Issue No. 75  Spring 2012

STOP PRESS - Bourton Meadow Planning Permission has 
been submitted, validated and is awaiting decision!!

Our tame telehandler driver Gavin taking delivery of a set of 
lock gates, donated to us by British Waterways and currently 
awaiting installation at Hyde Lane Lock.

Special Delivery!

Goodbye to Hélène and success at the AGM
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Dear Readers,                      

Welcome to the 2012 Spring Edition of the BCS Navigator! Thank you for all your 
great feedback on the last issue of the Navigator. I have tried to include as much 
of it as possible. All photography in this issue is © Richard Alan Lewis unless 
otherwise stated or historical. My thanks go to Christina Redfern for teaching me 
how to use Adobe InDesign which this Edition has been created in. There have been 
many exciting developments since the last edition including leasing 
our own section of canal and being given a set of lock gates to put 
in to our very own lock. Our membership continues to flourish,  so 
invite your friends, neighbours, colleagues, milkman etc. Anyone is 
welcome and there is always something enjoyable to get involved with!

Richard Lewis ( Your Editor)

Page 4-5
Page 6-8
Page 8
Page 9-11
Page 11
Page 12-14
Page 14
Page 15
Page 16-17
Page 18-20
Page 20
Page 21-23
Page 23
Page 24 
Page 25
Page 25 
Page 26
Page 27

Work Party Report
Chairman’s Chat
Fancy a Natter?
Why bother?...
Health and Safety
AGM Report
Lock Ransom
Cosgrove Exhibition
Hélène - 20 years with the BCS
BCS The Beginning - Part 1
Photos from the Vault
Membership and Partnerships
How To Advertise With Us
Upcoming Events
Work Party Dates
Next Navigator
Meet the Committee
Contact the Commmittee

Editorial

In This Issue



4

In the most recent phase of work our volunteers 
have been working on the bed of the canal since 
December 2011.  The vegetation has been cleared 
from most of the canal bed and we expect to 
complete the rest of the clearance shortly. So once 
again this stretch of canal is looking like a canal 
and this has been commented on by a variety 
of people who have walked along the footpath 
and spoken to our volunteers, expressing their 
appreciation of the work being carried out.

Once approval from British Waterway has been obtained the second phase of work will 
start and this will involve placing temporary earth bunds every 100m along a 500m 
length of the canal and, when circumstances allow, the re-watering of each section 
will take place to test for leakage.  Access to the site remains a problem and discussions 
are taking place with local landowners to allow us to bring an excavator on site.

Whatever the weather!

Work Party Report
Cosgrove
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Whilst waiting for these plans to be formalised the work parties will be moving to 
the Nature Reserve where there is a variety of tasks to be carried out.  A considerable 
amount of mud needs to be removed from the bed of the lock in order to allow 
re-pointing of the low-level brickwork before starting on installing the lock gates 
recently received from British Waterways.

Other work will involve removing the excess of reeds that has sprung up in the 
canal bed over the winter, which are blocking the flow of water along the line of 

the canal.  Both of these jobs are very time consuming and very muddy but once 
completed will allow progress to be made in re-watering this section of canal.
There is also a variety of smaller tasks to be carried out over the Spring at the Nature 
Reserve and these include: 

•	 strimming around the footpath and seating areas 
•	 checking on the saplings planted last year and replanting where necessary
•	 weeding around existing saplings 
•	 checking the wild life habitat piles installed last year.

As usual there are a variety of tasks to suit everyone’s capabilities, so we hope to 
see as many of you as possible joining the work parties over the next few months.

Athina Beckett 
Work Party Organiser

Hyde Lane
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BCS held a very successful AGM on Saturday 28th January at Buckingham 
Community Centre.  This year we had booked the larger hall because of increased 
attendance in previous years.  This proved to have been the correct decision as we 
had over 70 people in attendance this year. The formal part of the meeting concluded 
with the presentation of a cheque for £619 from Buckinghamshire Community 
Foundation to cover the cost of our new membership leaflet which should be 
available in the next few weeks. We would like to record our grateful thanks to 
BCF for this generous grant.  A full report on the AGM appears later in this issue.

On Friday 27th January we took delivery of a set of redundant lock gates from 
the Northampton Arm where the gates were being renewed.  BW arranged 
delivery to Home Farm opposite the BBOWT Nature Reserve on a low-loader 
where BCS had arranged for a telehandler to then take the gates down the track 
to the Nature Reserve where they will be installed at a later date in the lock.  

Chairman’s Chat

These will not be working gates but will give an interpretation to the public walking 
along the Ouse Valley Way footpath of what the canal will look like once restored.
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With a telehandler on site some of our volunteers
took the opportunity to learn to drive it as we 
had a WRG training instructor on site to teach us.

We also made a visit to our solicitor in Buckingham to take delivery of the 
lease for the Nature Reserve. So this is now ours for the next seven years 
and a new sign will be going up shortly to welcome visitors to the Hyde 
Lane Nature Reserve. I’ll have to remember to stop referring to BBOWT!

The planning application to re-water the Bourton Meadow site has been submitted.  
We now plan some serious fund-raising over the next few months to get this 
stretch of canal re-lined and re-profiled, ready to fill with water once there is any 
to spare!  In the current economic climate large grants may be hard to come by, so 
a lot of the preparation work may have to be carried out by volunteers.  This will 
still involve the hiring in of plant etc so hopefully this will give our volunteers 
the chance to learn new skills such as driving excavators and dumper trucks.

A group of BCS members attended the Iron Trunk Open Day on Saturday 26th 
February.  As well as publicising the society we 
were able to distribute invitations for the open 
day being held at Cosgrove Village Hall on 
Sunday 22nd April.  The idea behind the open 
day is to allow local people from Cosgrove 
and the surrounding area to come and discuss 
the Society’s proposals and future plans to 
re-water the stretch of canal at Cosgrove.



8
We were delighted to receive a grant of £200 from Milton Keynes Heritage 
Association to fund the publicity of this event and to update some of the 
displays we will be needing on the day. Again, grateful thanks to MKHA.

We are planning a boat trip this year on 16th or 17th June.  A long way off I know but if you 
are interested you can always register your interest with me now.  We will again be using 
the St John Ambulance trip boat Northamptonshire Crusader.  This has always been an 
excellent way to socialise with other members and enjoy a day out on the River Nene.  

Our annual festival will be held this year over the weekend of 21st-22nd July.  A separate 
group has been set up to plan the festival this year so if any member would like to help 
or has suggestions on how we can improve things from last year please contact me.

Athina Beckett
Chairman

The Two Brewers
Bridge Street, 
Thornborough, 
Buckingham 
MK18 2DN
01280 812020

We are still meeting at the Two Brewers...! 

...on the 3rd Friday of each month. 
The purpose is as a regular social and 
open topic discussion about the canal 
restoration progress. 

We are keeping the location at 
Thornborough based on comments 
received. If you need a lift please ask as 
people travel from various locations. 

Photo by Mark “Clangers England” on flickr.

Fancy a Natter?
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A change is a good as a rest. Or so the saying goes. So firstly a change to the format 
of this particular contribution to the Buckingham Navigator.
OUT with membership, volunteering and anything Health and Safety. Don’t worry. 
I have not gone madder than previously confirmed. Hopefully these have new 
contributors and different places in the Buckingham Navigator as Richard shapes 
and moulds the publication.
IN with vision, drive, leadership and looking to the future. So here goes.

We now have some lock gates for fitting to the Hyde Lane lock kindly donated 
by British Waterways. Just need some sessions down there to further prepare 

Lock Gates

HAS BEEN applied for at Bourton Meadow !!!!! This is a real milestone and yes I do 
mean just the application. It’s taken a lot of work and support from several people to 
get this far. So my thanks to the whole team who helped the application get to this 
stage. As I sit typing this, the application has been VALIDATED  and for those who 
don’t know that means the clock starts ticking down on the period before which the 
AVDC planning team have to give a determination (currently expected by the end 
of April). I would point out that the planning team at AVDC are being extremely 
helpful in guiding us amateurs through the planning maze …. if you want to know 
more, come to one of the pub sessions.
If you feel able to submit a comment of support on the AVDC website, or write in 
with your support then the planning reference is 12/00249/APP. So, not quite there 
yet but getting very close to that FIRST MILLION LITRES! 

 
 

            Photo above: Surveying the Bourton Meadow site for the planning application.

the lock to take them. Fancy joining 
in? Contact Richard or any of the 
management team and we will ensure 
you get the opportunity. A  big thank 
you to Gavin Pell  from Pirate Crew who 
drove the telehandler for us and to  Dave 
Worthington from WRG for training  
several of our volunteers to drive it.

Planning

Why bother....changing?

DaveGavin
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Cosgrove has had lots of good input for vegetation clearance and we are finalising 
the next steps to getting bunds etc ready for re-watering it. The actual water is in 
shortage but this should not stop us preparing over the spring and summer. We will 
then be ready for permission from BW to abstract water from the main line canal 
when water conditions permit. Anyone who wants to help and get involved more 
with this project please contact me or any of the management team. For interest, 
the diagram below shows how we propose to approach the Cosgrove re-watering.

You may be aware of the changes to BW as they transition to the new Canal and 
River Trust (CRT). One of the new trustees is Mike Palmer. For those who don’t 
know, he is the Chairman of Waterways Recovery Group (WRG) and has been 
appointed. Not elected. Appointed. Brilliant I say. This shows that the CRT are taking 
the various restoration activities through the UK seriously. This view is reinforced 
by their support for our work generally and specifically at Cosgrove. I have every 
confidence that Mike will provide excellent leadership in this role.
Within our own BCS team, it is pleasing as noted at the AGM that we now have a 
full leadership team formed through the committee as well as the enduring support 
of the non committee management team members. Many hands make light work 
and as ever, please do not be backward in coming forward if you have some skills 
we can utilise or just time to offer. We are setting up a number of teams to look at 
specific projects and aspects of the restoration. It would be great to have additional 
folk getting involved in these teams.

Still lots to do in this area and we identified our partnership objectives for 2012 at a 
recent strategy meeting. If you can help with this PLEASE contact me or any of the 
management team members

Cosgrove

Leadership

Partnerships
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And finally… why continue to entitle this piece “Why Bother”? 

Christopher Columbus did not fall off the edge of the world. Winston Churchill took 
on incredible odds and won. My orthopaedic surgeon will rise to the challenge of my 
foot. WE WILL RESTORE THE BUCKINGHAM CANAL. WE WILL RISE TO THE 
BUREAUCRACY. WE WILL HARVEST WATER SOURCES. WE WILL RAISE THE 
FUNDS WE NEED.

The only thing that is unknown is when. That is directly relative to the size of the 
WE that WE become. So go look at the ‘your canal needs you’ section. Then when 
you have read this edition, don’t file it or bin it. Pass it to a neighbour or relative and 

see if WE can become a bigger WE and a smaller when.

Terry Cavender - Patnerships and Projects

The words ‘Health and Safety’ come up quite often these days in newspapers, on the 
television, and in books. It is considered essential but really it has always been part 
of construction, restoration, and operational work in some shape or form. Here’s 
how BCS does it.
 
The proposed methods in works and leisure activities are considered by the 
committee and Health and Safety Officer. From this exercise generic and site specific 
risks are identified, and a Health and Safety Plan is drafted. This Plan is regularly 
reviewed. Risk Assessments and Method Statements are added to a library and also 
kept under review. The methodology used in the preparations of Plans is similar to 
the Construction, Design and Management Regulations (CDM).

Copies of the Health and Safety Plans are 
held by the Work Parties Co-Ordinator, the 
Health and Safety Officer, and the Committee. 
Relevant extracts are passed to volunteers 
and members, who agree to be bound by the 
requirements prior to commencing work.

Most of the work and activities undertaken by BCS are of short duration time 
periods however on occasions larger projects are undertaken. These projects may 
come under the requirements of the CDM Regulations, and in such cases BCS has 
an in-house CDM Co-Ordinator.

Jim McIlroy - Health and Safety Officer / CDM Co-Ordinator

Health and Safety

And finally...
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Bumper attendance at Buckingham (and a surprise package)

Following last year’s successful AGM it was decided that this year we needed a larger 
hall, which turned out to be a very good decision.  59 members and 11 guests braved 
the January cold and helped to make the evening a very enjoyable one.   Not many 

organisations can boast 
that about 30% of their 
members attend their 
AGM!  

Greater space meant more 
room for displays, book 
sales, raffle prizes and 
Helene Hill’s splendid 
supper.  As a result, despite the greater costs of the larger hall, the evening made a 
comfortable profit, which was particularly welcomed by our Treasurer. 

The usual reports were presented by the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and Work 
Party Organiser and if anyone would like further details or a copy of these reports 
this can be arranged. The Chairman thanked the committee for their hard work 
this year particularly including the Treasurer, Vernon Draper, who undertook the 
Membership Secretary role until Jean Beddard (ably assisted by husband Chris) was 
able to take on the post.  Special thanks also went to Len Barrows who produced 
several editions of Navigator before Richard Lewis became the new editor.

Athina detailed the extensive and wide-ranging work undertaken by volunteers this 
year.  She was very pleased to report the successful completion of Little Hill Bridge, 
of which the Society is justly proud.  She also thanked the landowners, without whom 
the work would not be possible, Nick Hawes of Home Farm, Bourton Meadow, Clive 
Pullin of Foscott, Mike Edmondson of Little Hill Farm, BBOWT, owners of the Hyde 
Lane site and British Waterways who own the Cosgrove length.  

Athina expressed her warm appreciation to assistant Work Party leader, Tony Dawe, 
and to Jonathan Brown, the Equipment Manager for all their support throughout 
the year and to the increasing numbers of volunteers who turn out on Thursdays 
and Sundays in all kinds of weather.  She announced that last year an astonishing 
2,272 hours were worked on site by volunteers.

The Secretary reported on the successful negotiations for a lease from BBOWT on 
the Hyde Lane site and was pleasantly surprised to be presented with a package by 
Vernon Draper containing the completed lease paperwork, signed on the 25th of 
January.  This was greeted with generous applause.

AGM Report
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and there has been closer working with BW.  Helen was pleased to note that 
redundant lock gates donated by BW arrived at Hyde Lane the day before the AGM.  

Helen reported that a lot of hard work had gone into a planning application for 
the re-watering of Bourton Meadow and Terry Cavender confirmed the application 
would be submitted the following week.

The Treasurer presented an upbeat report with a number of grant awards from 
organisations such as the Bedfordshire and Luton Community Foundation, BCC 
Community Leaders’ Fund, Santander and Braunston Marina among others.  The 
only large item of expense this year has been the legal fees for the Hyde Lane lease.

Vernon referred to the record profit from the boat festival and thanked all the active 
fund-raisers with particular mention of Athina, Jonathan and Tony who achieved 
such success with the bric a brac stall.

The committee was delighted that all available committee places are now filled.   
Following the retirement of Hélène Hill, Jim McIlroy has joined the committee 
as Health & Safety Officer, Richard Lewis as the new Navigator Editor and most 
recently, Kirsty Willette, who will be helping to improve the design of all our 
promotional material.  With so many projects under way the committee will be 
looking for additional support from members on working groups to be set up for 
specific tasks.  If you have something to contribute do get in touch.

Before closing the meeting the Chairman 
announced two presentations.  Athina was 
delighted to mark the retirement of Hélène Hill 
with the gift of a witch hazel shrub for her garden.  
Helene has been a member of the committee 
from the very early days of BCS and has been an 
important fount of knowledge about all things 
“Buckingham”.  Her contribution (with the help of 
her sister Kay Meadows) to the refreshments at the 
AGM has been legendary. 

Athina then introduced Hazel Hedges 
of the Buckinghamshire Community 
Foundation who presented a cheque 
for £619 to fund the updating of the 
membership leaflet.  Mrs Hedges was 
particularly pleased to be making this 
award to a north Buckinghamshire 
charity as it is under-represented in 
the numbers of applications.  Vernon 
accepted the cheque on behalf of BCS 
with grateful thanks.
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gave an entertaining and thought provoking illustrated talk about the effect 
that the canal had on the town of Buckingham. He described a town previously 
cut off in the winter because of the glutinous state of the roads.  He showed us 
the changing architecture of the town as it became possible to import roof slates 
as an alternative to locally made tiles.  We were told of the chemical industry that 
developed in the 19th Century when it was possible to bring in bones from London 
and guano from Chile for the manufacture of fertiliser.  Ed’s talk was very well 
received and completed a very successful evening.

Helen Preston, Secretary

Coming soon to a canal near you!!

Despite depressing news on the water supply front I am pleased to report that BW 
has agreed that we can go ahead with our regular July event. Saturday 21st July and 
Sunday 22nd July need to be marked in red in your diaries.

The Cosgrove Festival planning group is already working hard to make this event a 
success and would welcome any offers to assist us!  Do contact Athina or me.

When we get nearer to the Festival date we will of course be looking for helpers 
at the event. Plenty of volunteers with muscles willing to wind a windlass will be 
needed.  We hope to collect from a maximum number of boats this year by starting 
early and finishing late so if you are an early riser let us know!

I will be putting together a rota for manning the BCS stalls. Athina will be very glad 
of help on the Bric a Brac stall, Pluck a Duck was very successful last year and we 
also hope to have the Marble Game to keep the (not so small) boys amused!  The 
more volunteers we have the less time each will be needed and the more funds we 
will raise.

When entering the dates in your diaries don’t forget to mark it, “Make a Cake Week”.  
The celebrated cake stall will feature once again and will be hoping to beat its 
previous sales record.

Even if you can’t be with us for all the weekend please consider whether 
you could be of help on the afternoon of Friday 20th July to help set up the 
event and it would be particularly helpful if anyone could be around to 
help dismantle the tents and tidy the site on the Sunday from about 3.30 pm. 
 
We are all looking forward to a successful event – be part of it!

Helen Preston  secretary@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 01280 821232

Lock Ransom
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Q. WHEN did you get involved?
A. I attended the first meeting of the 
society in Buckingham. This was the 
second  ever meeting of the society and 
took place on the 11th of Febrary 1992.

Q. WHY did you get involved?
A. The BCS sent out letters to organisations 
asking them to come to a meeting in 
Buckingham. I attended to represent the 
“Buckingham Society” and the newly 
formed “Friends of the Old Gaol Museum”. 
I mainly got involved as I was, and still 
am, very interested in local history.

Q. If asked when you joined “Where will 
the society be in 20 years?” how would you 
have responded?
A. To start with the society concentrated 
on what was there and restoration was 
considered long term because of sheer 
cost and not knowing what the interest 
was. I suppose I expected that we would 
have as much history and archives as we 
have aquired by now. I had not really thought about where we would be other 
than that. As a non-boater my interest in canals is as part of English history and 
geography and the heritage aspect. I am however very pleased and happy with the 
society’s progress thus far.

Dear Helen, Athina and Friends at the Buckingham Canal Society,
 
Thank you all so much for the surprise presentation and all your kind thanks 
for my 20 years on the committee.  I have enjoyed my time with you all during 
all those years, so I was pleased to see so many names on the card.  The choice 
of a witch hazel bush for my garden was perfect, I hope there is not too much 
snow coming so that I can get out soon and have my own little work party to 
plant it!  When it comes into bloom next winter, I shall know that it is nearly 
time to join you again for the AGM.
 
Thanks again,
 
Hélène Hill 

Interview

Hélène    Hill holding a copy of 
the first ever Navigator and a 
copy of the last edition (No.75)

Hélène - 20 years with the BCS
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Q. What would you recommend BCS do more or less of? 
A. I think it is important to concentrate on fundraising, awareness raising, 
building local support amongst landowners and building on relationships with 
the local planning authorities. I broadly support the long term aims and the way 
the society is developing.

Q. What would you say were the highlights of your 20 years on the BCS committee?
A. Some of my highlights include: the unveiling of Buckingham Arm signpost 
at Cosgrove; Hyde Lane lock restored; reading archive material; hiring the large 
hall for the AGM, reflecting a high percentage of active members.

The signpost was unveiled in July 1994 as part of a festival to celebrate 200 years 
since the Buckingham Canal Charter was signed. It was unveiled by our then 
Mayor Cllr Trevor Pateman who was in a wheelchair and had to do it by remote 
as we  couldn’t get him across the lock. Below is a photo of Helene presenting the 
Mayor with a canalware plate.

Q. Would you like to thank anyone from the society for their support?
A. I wish to thank all BCS members with whom I have worked during these twenty 
years for being so friendly, welcoming and relaxed.  Their dedication and hard 
work are reaping results.  I have enjoyed my time with you all and have many 
happy memories.

Q. Please sum up the first 20 years of the society in 5 words...
A. History; Recording; Visions; Hard-work; Restoration
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“ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE RESTORATION OF 
THE BUCKINGHAM CANAL?
 
THE CANAL HAS BEEN ABANDONED FOR BEST 
PART OF HALF A CENTURY THE LAND IS IN PRIVATE 
OWNERSHIP
 
THERE IS THE SEVERANCE OF THE ARM BY THE A5D 
AT OLD STRATFORD PLUS BUILDING ON THE LINE 
TO THE WEST OF WATLING STREET

WHAT ARE THE PRACTIALITIES OF REINSTATING 
THE LOCKS DOWN TO THE RIVER AT COSGROVE 
AND BYPASSING THESE OBSTRUCTIONS?

THERE IS AN INFORMAL GROUP COMING TOGETHER 
TO EXAMINE THE REALITIES

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THERE WILL BE AN INITIAL 
MEETING IN DECEMBER WITH A VIEW TO AN 
EXPLORATORY WALK OF THE LINE IN THE SPRING

AS YET THERE IS NO ORGANISING COMMITTEE BUT 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GIVE THIS PROJECT YOUR 
SUPPORT THEN CONTACT:-

MIKE FREEMAN, 114 WINDSOR STREET, WOLVERTON, 
MILTON KEYNES, MK12 5AT”

Jill Allison has given me a number of letters and back numbers 
of the Navigator for the archives.  As I sorted through the 
paperwork it occurred to me that many of you would be interested 
in how the society was started. It is down to a handful of 
people who had the foresight to realise that if they did not do 
something then the canal would be lost for ever.  The building 
of the A5 diversion road meant the canal had already been cut 
in two, and other sections had been developed.

A note from Mike Freeman written in 1991 

BCS The Beginning - Part 1



19On the 30th December 1991 Mike wrote to Jill and Don Allison

Present:
Jeremy Cooper, Tony Thomas, Mike Freeman, Richard Hyde, Jill Gourlay, Don 
Allison, Peter Bickers, Phillip Smith.

On Tuesday 7th January 1992 an informal gathering took place at the clubhouse of 
the Navigation Cruising Club based at Castlethorpe, near Cosgrove, Northampton, 
under the chairmanship of Jeremy Cooper.

Mike Freeman, a member of the Milton Keynes Branch of the Inland Waterways 
Association, explained that following informal talks with a number of people within 
the IWA and locally he had decided to call this meeting in order to assess what 
interest and support there might be for investigating the possibilities of restoring the 
Buckingham Arm of the Grand Union Canal with the long-term aim of through 
navigation.  The arm had been abandoned for some time, the land was in private 
ownership and there were some major physical obstructions.  However there were a 
number of examples on other canals already or being restored where similar difficulties 
had been overcome.  The IWA Restoration Committee were supportive of the idea in 
principal, but to get any kind of finance or other assistance there were two essential 
requirements before such a project could be contemplated – one, it had to be physically  
practical, which would require a feasibility study, and two, there must be evidence 

Buckingham Canal

You may like to know that there is to be a meeting of the people interested in the 
present state and possible future of the Buckingham Canal. 
Details are-
8.00 Tuesday 7th January 1992
Club House,
Navigation Cruising Club,
Navigation Inn Car Park,
 Castlethorpe Wharf,
Nr Cosgrove.

Any advice or suggestions are more than welcome!
A minute taker for the meeting would also be more than welcome!

Yours sincerely
Mike Freeman”

The minutes of this first meeting:-
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requirements before such a project could be contemplated – one, it had to be physically 
practical, which would require a feasibility study, and two, there must be evidence 
of local support.  Research would therefore be necessary into the present state of the 
canal route and the attitudes of the landowners ascertained before the size of the 
problems could be assessed.  Mike also advised the meeting of initial contacts he had 
already made with people with particular expertise which could be very helpful in 
getting the project underway.

Although there were only eight people present that evening there were others who had 
expressed an interest but could not be present and had asked to be kept informed of 
developments.

Thats all we have time for in this issue, the minutes will be 
continued next time......     
In the next edition of Navigator, the Society is formed.  

Ros Woodford
Archivist

Photos from the Vault

Above - View of Cosgrove Lock with coal 
carying barges. Taken from 1948 Calendar. 
Left - A group by Cosgrove Locks with 
(Aunty) Daisy Clarke of Cosgrove Lock 
Keepers Cottage on the far right and Uncle 
Fred in the center back. 
Photos kindly sent in by BCS Member Tony 
Jones (Frome, Somerset).
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Along with funding, membership is the most important factor in restoring the 
Buckingham Canal. We value each and every member immensely whether you 
support us by becoming a member, coming to the our annual festival, attending 
just one work party a year (or many), setting up camp in the canal so you are always 
ready for the next work party or spending every waking hour working on restoring it! 

Every member we have helps us move towards our aims with their volunteering 
and membership fee. But equally important is that when we apply for grant funding 
they always ask us how many members we have. The more members we have, the 
more support we can demonstrate to them for the restoration and the more likely 
we are to get the grant. Every member counts! We cannot restore this canal on our 
own, and your help is truly valued.

We are actively engaging additional volunteers to help with the work behind the 
scenes. So whatever your skills are and if you can give us an hour a month or 8 hours 
a day - that time will be welcome and enable us to make faster progress doing the 
necessary work to get the canal restored. As Terry has said before, there is a wide 
variety of work to do. From paperwork and admin to research on how to mount a 
lock gate, to baking a cake and much, much more. If there is something you enjoy 
doing then we can get you involved in it with us, volunteering is fun and we not only 
utilise people in the direction their skills will help us, but where they would enjoy 
their work with us most. I have included a “Situations Vacant” section  in this copy 
but the opportunities to get involved are much, much wider. Perfect if you want to 
extend your CV or just want to have some fun doing some interesting work with us.

SO what can I do to help you ask.....

Talk to everyone you meet about us. I know I do and I have found two new members 
already this year, one from a conversation about heavy plant machinery at a party! 
So you are asked to find us one new member each please! Think hard of people you 
know who would be interested and keep spreading the word about us. It would be 
great to see them on work parties although passive members are also very welcome 
as explained above. It is an exciting time for the Buckingham Canal Society. Take 
that excitement to the streets as our ambassadors.

Offer to help us as part of one of our working teams tasked to plan projects, organise 
events, design publicity material, build the new website and many many more 
things besides.

Have a new BCS experience - be it your first time at a work party, the first time you 
help us chat to prospective members or the first time you help run a charity.

Richard Lewis
Publications and Imagery

Membership
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Corporate Members

Situations Vacant

We are very grateful for the continued support of our patrons:
•	 Rt Hon John Bercow MP
•	 Lord Boswell of Aynho 

We have formal partnerships with the following:
•	 Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC)
•	 Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) 
•	 South Northants District Council
•	 Buckingham Town Council
•	 British Waterways
•	 IWA Corporate Member

We have been recognised by the following:
•	 Cosgrove Parish Council
•	 Thornborough Parish Council
•	 Maids Moreton Parish Council
•	 Thornton Parish Meeting
•	 Deanshanger Parish Council
•	 Foscot Parish Meeting

Partnerships and Patrons

Wyvern Shipping Co. Nikon Optical UK. Ltd.

Taverners Boat Club Braunston Marina

Engineer
BCS is looking for a volunteer with 
engineering experience, preferably 

on waterways, to technically 
advise our project manager

Publicity Officer
BCS Expanding as a Society and 

Charity and is in URGENT need of an 
enthusiastic volunteer to fill this post 
and help promote them far and wide!

Graphic Designer
WANTED to assist with the design 
of publications and promotional 

material. Training will be provided 
on Adobe InDesign if required.

Researcher
Our projects require a great deal of 
varied research. We are looking for 

several volunteers to help us perform 
this work. No experience necessary. 
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We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:-

At the same time we are saddened to record the death of Lewis Martin of New 
Bradwell who passed away in February after a short illness. Our sympathy and 
condolences go to his widow Marie.

Kirsty Willette Deanshanger

Christopher Flewers Flitwick

Suzy Mosedale Bedford

Julia Roberts Foscott

Philip Strangeway & Karen Holowka Milton Keynes

Josephine Smith Great Brickhill

Mr & Mrs Terry Levitt Wicken

Michael & Judith Annan Fenny Stratford

Alan & Angie Rose Totton, Southampton

Mr A B Jones Frome, Somerset

•	 Whole Page:     £16.00
•	 Half Page:        £10.00
•	 Quarter Page:    £6.00
•	 Inserts:              £7.50
•	 Back Page:         £22.00

Adverts in the Navigator
We welcome advertisements in the 

Navigator to assist funding. Rates are as 
below. Payment is required before copy date. 

Cheques made payable to “Buckingham 
Canal Society”. 33% reduction for 3 issues.
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Tuesday 10th April
IWA Northants 8pm
Talk, Speaker TBC

Walnut Tree pub, Blisworth

Friday 20th April 8pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BSC Pub Evening
2 Brewers Pub, Thornborough

Sunday 22nd April
Cosgrove Open Day 2 – 4pm

An invitation to all, especially 
Cosgrove residents, to meet 

with BCS members

Northampton IWA Annual 
Boat Gathering

Friday 4th – Monday 7th May
Becketts Park, River Nene

Northampton
Details 07973 739833

Tuesday 15th May
IWA Northants 8pm
Talk, Speaker  TBC

Walnut Tree pub, Blisworth

Friday 18th  May 8pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BSC Pub Evening
2 Brewers Pub, Thornborough

Friday 25th – Sunday 27th May
IWA Milton Keynes Lock Ransom

3 Locks , Stoke Hammond.

Saturday 2nd – Tuesday 5th June
Crick Boat Show, Crick Marina

West Haddon Road, Crick

Sunday 3rd -  Tuesday 5th June
Boxmoor (Wendover) Festival

Hemel Hempstead, Herts,
Details 01525 374761

Thursday 7th June
Mikron Theatre

Marquee Green, Stoke Bruerne

Saturday 9th – Sunday 10th June
Stoke Bruerne Gala Weekend

Friday 15th – Sunday 17th June
Great Linford Waterside Festival
Great Linford , Milton Keynes

Friday 15th  June 8pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BSC Pub Evening
2 Brewers Pub, Thornborough

Braunston Marina Rally 
& Canal Festival

Saturday 23rd- Sunday 24th June
Braunston Marina

Braunston, Nr Daventry
Details 01788 891373

Saturday 7th July
Lionhearts Open Day

Lionhearts Crusing Club,
Milton Keynes

Saturday 21st – Sunday 22nd July
BCS Lock Ransom & Canal Festival
Cosgrove Lock. Grand Union Canal

Upcoming Events
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So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many 
of you are eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There 
are regular items from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome! 

Many of you currently receive the Navigator by post, but we also send out copies 
by email, allowing us to pour more pennies into the canal and be kind to the 
environment at the same time. If you want to get a copy of the Navigator by email 
instead of post then please email me at editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk with your 
name and preference. 

Please submit all contributions for the Summer Issue by the 20th May 2012. 
Emailed, on CD, typewritten or handwritten (in that order of preference) to :

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk  

Richard Lewis, Hillcrest, Akeley, Buckingham , Bucks, MK18 5HL

April

Thursday 5th
Sunday 15th

Thursday 19th

May

Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th
Thursday 31st

June

Sunday 10th
Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th

July

Sunday 8th
Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

August

Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

September 

Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

October

Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

November

Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

December

Sunday 9th
Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

January

Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th

February

Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th
Thursday 2st

March

Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th
Thursday 2st

Work Party Dates 2012/2013

Next Navigator
Please note:  dates in bold are different from the regular schedule
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Secretary
Helen has been living in Buckingham for six years and boating 
for thirty-six years.  She and her husband, Nigel, currently own 
nb Woodlander, which they keep at Crick.  Her background is in 
education.  As a specialist teacher of the hearing-impaired she 
has worked with all ages from babies to adults.  She served as a 
school governor in Surrey for three different schools including 
being a chairman for eleven years.  As a voluntary adviser to 
parents of special needs children she worked on a national 
advice line and also represented families negotiating for their 
children’s specialist provision.  Helen is the Secretary of BCS 
and endeavours to keep the administration of the Society’s activities in good order, 
prepares grant applications and occasionally leaves her computer to volunteer on 
work parties, specialising in hedge-laying.   

Partnerships and Projects Manager
As a PRINCE2 projects practitioner, Terry has led a varied range of 
project work in health, pharmaceutical, defence, manufacturing 
and consultancy sectors over the past 30 years and currently works 
for Pitney Bowes. As an active local councillor, Terry supports the 
BCS aims by driving partnerships with relevant organisations to 
enable jointly beneficial outcomes that progress the aims of the 
society. Additionally, he is leading planning and land ownership 
activities as well as providing project management for current 
restoration work.

Meet the Committee

Publications and Imagery
Richard has a background in technical theatre and has worked 
for Carnival Cruise Lines, The RSC and Glyndebourne. He 
currently works for Pitney Bowes to deliver a service solution to 
their engineers across Europe. He is also working on producing 
a feature film, creating products from his photography for the 
Buckingham Branding Project and responsible for photography 
and maintenance for an online clothing shop. His CV includes 
an advanced scuba diving certificate, a forklift truck license 
and video editing skills. He has a Geography BCS Degree from 
Nottingham where he studied flooding and rivers. Richard edits 
the newsletter for the society and also produces other publications when required. 
He is the society photographer and is the lead on the new website. He joined the 
society in April 2011. 

Helen Preston

Terry Cavender

Richard Lewis
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Jean Beddard - Membership Secretary 
01908 674447
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX 
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

Don Allison - Charity Commission Officer 
01908 610564
donallison@btinternet.com

Contact the Committee

Ros Woodford - Archivist 
01908 376895
7 Hoylake Close, Bletchley, 
Milton Keynes MK3 7RH
archivist@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Len Barrows - Website 
info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina Beckett - Chairman 
and Work Party Organiser
01908 661217
07721 319404
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX
chairman@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Vernon Draper - Treasurer
01908 312239
07961 302039
12 Chipperfield Close, 
New Bradwell, Milton 
Keynes, MK13 0EP
treasurer@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Helen Preston - Secretary
- Talks and Slideshows
01280 821232
16 Mallard Drive, 
Buckingham. MK18 1GJ

secretary@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry Cavender
- Partnerships and Projects
01280 860316
07976 629440

terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Richard Lewis - Editor, “The 
Buckingham Navigator”
- Publications and Imagery
07708 969116
Hillcrest, Akeley, 
Buckingham MK18 5HL
editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

Tony Dawe
Deputy Work Party Leader
01908 365932

tony.dawe@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Bill Upton 
- IWA Eastern Region 
Representative
01908 647317

Jim McIlroy
- Health and Safety 
- CDM Co-Ordinator
07801 862280

jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

Pearl Lewis
AVDC Liason Officer
07752 149939

pearl.lewis@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Kirsty Willette
Society Artist
01908 560912

kirsty.willette@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Other Activites (non committee)
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